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These gun buy-back programs that are springing
up across the country that we’re trying to help
finance here, they’re good. And I believe passing
commonsense gun legislation to keep guns out
of the wrong hands is a good thing to do.

I am convinced that the faith community can
play a major role in protecting our children from
violence, in supporting commonsense gun legis-
lation, in participating in our campaign against
youth violence, in forming community partner-
ships to identify and intervene in the lives of
people before it is too late.

On this last point, I had a very good talk
with the pastor of the Wedgewood Baptist
Church just a few days ago. You know, so many
of your places of worship and your organizations
have good counseling and outreach programs.
But they’re not necessarily connected to the
mental health networks and the social service
networks and the law enforcement networks in
your community. And I’m convinced a lot of
these people are known to be profoundly dis-
turbed by others well before they go out and
kill people. And somehow—and also a lot of
these people—especially this is true of men, I
think—are still really hung up about asking for
help. I know about that. That’s a hard thing
for men to do. I know about that.

And I think there are a lot of people who
would maybe be less reluctant to ask for help
from someone like you than to show up at the
social service office of the government, or walk
right through the front door of a psychiatrist’s
or a psychologist’s office. And we need to think
about this. There is no big magic national solu-
tion for this, but I have examined this.

There are many of you here from New York
City. There was a profoundly disturbing article
on the cover of the New York Times Sunday
magazine a few months ago about the break-

down of the mental health network. It was talk-
ing about New York, but it could have been
a story about any State in America. It just hap-
pened to be about New York. And I think that
this is something we need to give serious atten-
tion to and something I think we could get
strong bipartisan support in Congress to work
with you on.

The other day I was talking to Mrs. Gore
about this. You all know how interested she
is. And I had Senator Domenici from New Mex-
ico in the White House on a totally other, dif-
ferent issue, and I talked to him about it. And
I said, you know, we’ve got to do something
about this. And he looked at me and said, ‘‘You
know, a lot of these people are mentally ill,
but we’re not reaching them in time, and people
know that they’re troubled before these things
happen.’’

So I ask you to think about this. I think that
we have to do more. We’ve got to do everything
we can and much more than we have to protect
our children and to give them back their child-
hoods. If you think about it, we can hardly do
more to make America’s spirit Y2K ready.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. Byungchill Hahn,
pastor, Korean United Methodist Church, Bloom-
ington, IN, whose parishioner, Won-Joon Yoon,
was murdered near the church on July 4; Rev.
J. Phillip Wogaman, Rev. Gordon MacDonald,
and Rev. Tony Campolo, the President’s spiritual
counselors; Ambassador at Large for International
Religious Freedom Robert A. Seiple; and Rev. Al-
bert R. Meredith, senior pastor, Wedgewood Bap-
tist Church, Fort Worth, TX.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit of Turkey
and an Exchange With Reporters
September 28, 1999

The President. Let me say it’s a great pleasure
and an honor for me to welcome the Prime
Minister here to the White House. I would like
to begin by expressing my deep appreciation
to Turkey for the outstanding leadership exhib-

ited during the crisis in Kosovo and the role
Turkey played working with our NATO Allies
there.

But we have much to discuss today, including
the progress in dealing with the aftermath of
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the earthquake; the improving relationships be-
tween Turkey and Greece and the European
Union; questions involving Cyprus, human
rights, economic reform, many other things. But
this meeting is occurring in an atmosphere of
hope and a positive atmosphere that recognizes
not only our longtime strategic partnership with
Turkey but recent developments and this Prime
Minister’s leadership, and I appreciate it very
much.

Oil Pipeline in Turkey
Q. ——on the pipeline issue. Are you plan-

ning to help Turkey about that?
The President. Well, you know, we feel very

strongly about the pipeline. We’ve made that
very clear and unambiguous, and we will con-
tinue to support it.

Q. Are you going to give more aid?
The President. You had a question?

Cyprus
Q. Yes, Mr. President. What would you like

to see from Turkey to see some progress in
Cyprus? Do you need to see some movement
from the Turkish side?

The President. Well, what we’ve been working
for all along is the resumption of U.N.-spon-
sored talks without preconditions. And we hope
that somehow we can find a way to get there.

Q. How about more aid?

Turkey and the European Union
Q. Mr. President, Washington watches very

closely Turkey’s relations with the EU, and from
your perspective, what are the major obstacles
barring Turkey from having better ties and full
membership?

The President. Well, first of all, I believe that
there has been some progress. There’s been the
change in attitude in some of the European
capitals about Turkey’s integration into EU. I
think that the actions that have been taken to

improve relations with Greece have helped. I
think some of the actions on human rights have
helped. And I think more movement in those
directions will eventually get the results that
Turkey wants.

You know, the United States—from the first
day I got here as President, almost 7 years ago,
I have strongly supported Turkey’s integration
into Europe, into the economic structures of
the European Union as well as, obviously, in
NATO and other networks. I think it’s very,
very important to the future of the world, par-
ticularly the critical part of the world that you
occupy. But we have to make some progress
on these other issues, and I think we’re moving
in the right direction.

Kosovo
Q. Mr. President, if the Kosovars opt for inde-

pendence, will that be a betrayal of our reason
for going in there? And are we supporting inde-
pendence?

The President. Well, we have supported for
Kosovar, and we continue to support—for
Kosovo, excuse me—autonomy, which is now
protected autonomy because of the conduct of
the Serbs and the government of Mr. Milosevic.
And that continues to be our position. We need
to do our best to implement the agreements
that we have made within the policy framework
that both NATO and the United Nations have
approved, and we intend to do that.

Press Secretary Joe Lockhart. Thank you very
much, everyone.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro). A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on James D. Wolfensohn’s Decision To Serve a Second Term
as World Bank President
September 28, 1999

I am very pleased that Jim Wolfensohn will
serve a second term as World Bank president.
During a precarious period for the world econ-

omy, Jim has shown a true passion for helping
people who live in the poorest countries of the
world weather the financial crisis and making
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